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BOARD CHAIRPERSON

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR WINET

Women Information Network (WINET),
has been working to promote the
rights of women, girls, youths and
Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) by

Hon. Justice Cordelia Chukwurah
(Rtd.)

2023 has been another successful year
for us in WINET. Our activities have
impacted positively on women, girls,
persons with disabilities, youths and
men in our project Communities in
Enugu State and neighbouring States.
We reached out to our target
beneficiaries and stakeholders using
peer education, dialogues, media
advocacy, town hall meetings and
Radio interactive programmes. This
Annual Report is to let you into how we
fared in 2023. We thank our funders,
partners and beneficiaries.

designing and implementing projects
to empower them.

We are happy that we are living up to
our mission which is to uplift Nigerians
especially women, young people and
persons with disabilities by providing
them with information and support to
enable them live fruitful lives.

We disseminate information through
the media on ending Sexual and
Gender Based Violence and Girl-Child
Marriage; through our peer education
circle, women were educated in three
Communities of Ugwuaji, Amagu
Akegbe-Ugwu and Umuatugbuoma in
Enugu State on how to take joint action
for their well-being. Our membership of
Networks/Coalitions has been yielding
results.

We present here our 2023 annual
report. Read on!

Miriam Menkiti



WHO WE ARE

Women Information Network (WINET) is a women'’s rights, women led, media focused,
non-governmental and non-profit organization, working to promote and protect the
rights of women, girls and Persons with Disabilities (PWDs). WINET is registered with
Corporate Affairs Commission Nigeria in 2002 with registration number RC:14892 and
belongs to many networks. It is also registered with the Federal Ministry of Women
Affairs and Social Development and Enugu State Ministry of Children, Gender Affairs
and Social Development. WINET is an organization in Special Consultative Status with
the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) since 2020.

Vision: An informed society where women know, exercise and enjoy their rights, while
performing their duties and obligations.

Mission: is to uplift Nigerians especially women, young people and persons with
disabilities by providing them with information and support to enable them live fruitful
lives.

ORGANIZATIONAL GOALS
e A society where women, girls and persons with disabilities know, exercise and
enjoy their rights.
e A society free from sexual and gender based violence as well as discrimination
against women, girls and Persons with disabilities.
e A society that promotes gender equality by providing empowerment for all
women, girls and persons with Disabilities.

CORE VALUES:
e Respect for Human Rights
e Integrity

e Professionalism
e Transparency and Accountability
¢ Non-Partisanship and Non-Sectarian

WHAT WE DO

WINET carries out activities to promote and protect the rights of women and girls as
well as Persons with Disabilities (PWDs). We provide them with information on the
procedure for enforcement of their rights and create awareness to prevent and end
sexual and gender based violence and other harmful practices including girl-child
marriage and Female Genital Cutting/Mutilation. We disseminate information to
promote the sexual reproductive health and rights of women and girls. We empower
them with information that will enable them to make informed decisions. One of our
projects is the Right to be a Girl Project-projects to end child marriage in which we
provide scholarship to assist the girls’ parents in keeping them in school, supported by
Mundo Cooperante of Spain. We have Peer Learning Circle for women in three
Communities of Ugwuaji Enugu South Local Government Area, Amagu Akegbe-Ugwu
and Umuatugbuoma in Nkanu-West Local government area of Enugu State where they
mobilize and organize around issues that affect their lives politically, culturally, socially
and economically. The project is in partnership with ActionAid Nigeria under the
Women'’s Voice and Leadership Nigeria project funded by Global Affairs Canada.



PROGRAMME AREAS
Ending Sexual & Gender Based Violence (SGBV) though Prevention
Sexual Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR)
Human Rights & Civic Education
Democracy, Good Governance & Election Observation
Campaigns to End Harmful Cultural Practices
Training and Research
HIV & AIDS Prevention
Safe Motherhood
Climate Change Adaptation

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES include to:

Inform, educate and create awareness on women’s rights

Campaign for ending sexual and gender-based violence against women, girls
and people with disabilities.

Promote women’s political rights agenda and reforms to eliminate institutional
discrimination against women and girls.

Engage in media advocacy campaigns and other such activities considered
necessary for the advancement of women, girls, young people and persons
with disabilities.

Organize trainings, workshops and meetings on topical issues of concern to
women, girls, persons with disabilities and youths.

Disseminate information on HIV/AIDS Prevention, Sexual Reproductive Health
& Rights of Women, Persons with disabilities and Young people

Promote Safe Motherhood

Engage in activities to promote Democracy, Good Governance & Election
Observation

Engage in research and publication of the outcomes.

PROJECTS IN 2023

January 2023, marked the 3"-year of implementation of our 5-Year Strategic Plan
(January 2021-December 2025, which projects that our institutional profile, status and
credibility within the Nigerian society will be greatly enhanced.

The strategic plan has three objectives as follows:

Familiarizing its key beneficiaries, hamely women, girls, youths and persons
with disabilities, with the various local national, regional and international laws
and instruments in place to protect and guarantee their rights.

Providing its key beneficiaries, namely women, girls, youths and persons living
with disabilities with information that will enable them to improve their lives and
livelihoods.

Re-inventing the organization by addressing the institutional challenges
currently confronting it and boosting its programming to make it one of the most
prominent and effective women’s NGO in the South-East.



The Programme Areas and Priority Actions include:
¢ The Rights of Women and Girls

e Gender, Sexual and Gender Based Violence

e The Rights of Persons with Disabilities

¢ The Rights of Youths and Young persons

FOCUS 1: THE RIGHTS OF WOMEN, GIRLS AND PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

SUPPORT FOR 248 FEMALE STUDENTS’ EDUCATION IN ENUGU STATE,
NIGERIA FUNDED BY MUNDO COOPERANTE OF SPAIN
SEPTEMBER 2022 - 2023/ SEPTEMBER 2023 — May 2024

Under the 4™ and 5" editions of the project “The Right to be a Girl” - Projects working
to end Girl-Child marriage, titled Support for Female Students Education and
Scholarship for Girls Education in Enugu State Nigeria, two hundred and forty-eight
(248) indigent female students have benefitted. The project is to support young girls’
retention in school, so that they will not be vulnerable to girl-child marriage. One
hundred and twenty-eight (128) female students in Enugu State Nigeria received
Scholarship for 2022/2023 academic session. They were provided with school bags,
notebooks, Mathematical sets and other writing materials. They include one hundred
and six (106) female students of Comprehensive Secondary School Akpasha, and
twenty-two (22) female students of Community Secondary School, Iva-Valley.
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60 benefitting girls of Community High School, Umabor Eha-Alumona, Nsukka
Local Government Area Enugu State at the award ceremony on 16 May, 2023
Photo credit WINET

Others are one hundred and twenty students, made up of sixty (60) female students of
Community High School, Umabor Eha-Alumona and Sixty (60) female students of
Girls’ Secondary School Oduma who received scholarship for one term. In addition to
the scholarship, the girls received notebooks, school bags, Mathematical sets and
other writing materials. For the 2023-2024 academic session, Mundo Cooperante



graciously re-newed the scholarship for the one hundred and twenty-eight
beneficiaries in Comprehensive Secondary School Akpasha and Community
Secondary School, lva —Valley.
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60 benefitting female students of Girls Secondary School Oduma, Aninri
Local Government Area, Enugu State at the award ceremony on 18™ May 2023
Photo credit WINET

BENEFICIARIES FOR 2023-2024 ACADEMIC SESSION

Junior class beneficiaries at the Scholarship award renewal ceremony at
Comprehensive Secondary School Akpasha, Enugu State on 15t November 2023
(2023-2024) academic session

Photo credit WINET



106 benefitting female students of Comprehensive Secondary School, Akpasha,
whose scholarship was renewed for the 2023-2024 academic year on
15t November 2023

Photo credit WINET
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22 female beneficiaries from Community Secondary School Iv-Valley, Enugu
whose scholarship was renewed for 2023-2024 academic session at the award

ceremony on 8" November 2023

Photo credit WINET

SCHOLARSIp BENEFICIARIES .
2023-2024 ACADEM(’:‘)EQEES"SSI%E
APPRECIATE

WOMEN INFORMATION NETWORK (winen
MUNDO COOPERANTE OF SPAIN
~Them Saint

{ B
Right §

GIRL

-
=
1\ - \ B ]
~

A student appreciates WINET & Mundo Cooperante of Spain for the scholarhip and
supply of books
Photo credit WINET



APPRECIATION BY THE CHAIRMAN AND BOARD MEMBERS OF POST
PRIMARY SCHOOLS MANAGEMENT BOARD (PPSMB) ENUGU STATE

On the invitation of Chairman and Board Members of PPSMB Enugu State, Nigeria,
the WINET Team visited the Board where they were appreciated for their good work
in “The Right to be a Girl” project - Projects to End Girl Child Marriage. The project has
supported the payment of school fees and provision of books, bags, Mathematical sets
and other materials to assist parents in keeping their female children in school. This is
to ensure that parents or guardians do not give them out in marriage.

-
-

From left Dr.. Ifeyinwa Nwankwo, Director Education Service PPSMB, Rev. Jude Oga,
Board member PPSMB, WINET MEL Officer, Chinelo Dim, Board Chairman Fr. Hilary
Mgbodile, WINET Program Manager, ljeoma Obina-Onwuka, Rev. Uche Nwafor and
the Permanent Secretary, Mr. Remi C. Eze
Photo credit: WINET

MENSTRUAL HYGIENE DAY CELEBRATION 2023

This day offered an opportunity for WINET to empower some female students on how
to manage their menstruation safely, hygienically and with confidence.

WeAre
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Menstrual Hygiene Day celebration @ Community Secondary School
Iva- Valley, Enugu on 28" May 2023
Photo credit: WINET

10



This is because lack of information on this biological process breeds fear and shame.
On 28™ May, 2023 WINET marked the event with girls of Community Secondary
School Iva Valley Enugu State using the Rosie’s story, from the Menstrual Hygiene
Education Guide for Sub-Saharan Africa developed by WASH United, we told them
that getting a period is a normal biological process for girls.

MOBILIZING WOMEN IN ENUGU STATE TO VOTE IN 2023 GENERAL
ELECTIONS IN NIGERIA

In preparation for voting in the 2023 general elections in Enugu State, WINET educated
women of Ugwuaji and Amagu Akegbe-Ugwu communities as well as Women with
Disabilities on the importance of participating in elections as voters.
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Women with Disabilities during mobilization for voting in 2023 General Elections in Enugu
State on 31st January 2023

Photo credit: WINET

They were advised to go to the polling centers early for accreditation and vote for
candidates of their choice as it was a citizens’ civic duty. The project was supported
by African Women’s Development Fund (AWDF) Ghana.
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n of Ugwuaji Community during mobilization to prepare them for voting in
the 2023 General Election in Nigeria on 23 January
Photo credit: WINET

Amagu Akege-guWom ata foru t prepare the to vte in Nigeria’s 22 ‘
General election on 2" February 2023
Photo Credit WINET

12



FOCUS 2: SEXUAL AND GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE (SGBV)

SUSTAINED ENLIGHTENMENT CAMPAIGN TO END VIOLENCE AGAINST
WOMEN & GIRLS AND SEXUAL AND GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE (SGBV) IN
ENUGU STATE SUPPORTED BY ACTIONAID NIGERIA UNDER WOMEN’S
VOICE AND LEADERSHIP NIGERIA (WVL-N) PROJECT, FUNDED BY GLOBAL
AFFAIRS CANADA

The project, in its 5" year in 2023, carried out massive media campaigns and
interactive programmes on Radio, town hall meetings and Community dialogues to
end SGBV in Enugu State. Activities included 3-Day Comprehensive Training for
Women Peer Facilitators from Umuatugbuoma Community on the use of the ActionAid
Nigeria Peer Education Manual & sensitization on provisions of Enugu State Violence
Against Persons (Prohibition) (VAAP) Law (2019). The training was to empower them
through transfer of knowledge and skills necessary for self-development and to
enhance their ability to mobilize and organize for collective actions. A similar training
had been carried out for Peer facilitators in Amagu Akegbe-Ugwu and Ugwuaji, who
are doing the same thing.

The peer educators use the Manual to train others during their groups/associations
meetings to understand some cultural, personal situation or conditions in their lives
and communities.

matubuoa Comuni r Edcti Circl mers -
Photo credit: WINET
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Photo credit: WINET

Ugwuaji Community women peer learning groups
Photo credit: WINET

Results from Peer Education Groups:

The Amagu Akegbe-Ugwu Community in Enugu State has taken a momentous
step towards ending violence against women and girls. Through the
remarkable efforts of WINET peer facilitators and women-led campaigns to end
the practice, the community has officially abolished Female Genital Cutting. A
proclamation issued by His Royal Highness, Igwe Ignatius Ugwu, firmly
declares the prohibition of Female Genital Cutting, making it unlawful for
parents, family members, or Traditional Birth Attendants (TBAS) to subject
female children to this practice, effective from March 9th, 2023.
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¢ In Umuatugbuoma Community, Mrs. Bridget Ogbodo, a fifty-nine-year-old
widow has established her own business through which she generates income
to cater for her children. She makes and sells fufu.

¢ The women have learnt to improve on their relationship as members of groups,
following what they learnt on Interpersonal Relationships.

e The women groups in the three Communities are leading advocacy for the
inclusion of women in the Traditional Rulers Cabinet and Town Union
Executive.

MEDIA CAMPAIGNS ON ENDING SEXUAL AND GENDER-BASED (SGBV)
IN ENUGU STATE

Through our interactive Radio programmes and dissemination of WVL-N jingles and
fliers which gave messages in the local dialect condemning acts of violence against
women and girls; called on men and boys to desist from violence; and dissemination
of provisions of the Enugu State VAPP Law (2019) that punish perpetrators. Another
message called on the citizens to support women'’s political participation. The jingles
and Radio interactive programmes were broadcast on Urban Radio, Dream FM and
Energy FM in Enugu State. Over twenty-five (25,000) radio listeners received
information on ending SGBV in Enugu and neighbouring States.

A p » VIJH— ! 4 . 2
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Resource persons, Barr. Chinelo Onyeka & Larry Oguego with anchor Ifeyinwa Ogbue at Urban
Radio Studio Enugu
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Resource persons from left Chairperson FIDA Enugu State Barr. Ngozi Onyia, Manager
TAMAR Sexual Assault & Referral Centre (TAMAR-SARC), Evelyn Onah & Anchor Onyinye
Ugwu at Dream FM studio

SUSTAINABILITY OF THE PROJECT

WINET organized Town Hall Dialogues for Amagu Akegbe-Ugwu and Ugwuaji
Women in Peer Education Circle to give them an opportunity to share learnings with
their Community men and seek their support to continue with the activities after the
project exit. The Traditional Rulers of Amagu Akegbe-Ugwu Community, HRH Igwe
Ignatius Ugwu and the Onowu of Ugwuaji Community, Dennis Ani pledged their
community’s support for the Women Peer Education Programme. In line with the
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promise, one of the community’s king makers in Ugwuaji Community, Nze Sam Ugwu
said that by 2024 women will be elected into the Town Union Executive.

S ] S PR - . SR
Town Hall meeting at Amagu Akegbe-Ugwu Community, Nkanu-West Local Government
Area Enugu State on 7" November 2023
Photo credit: WINET

IR O AT sy ey . = 3 ST o
S =

Town Hall Meeting at Ugwuaji Community Enugu South Local Government Areé 6f Enugu
State on 16™ November 2023
Photo credit: WINET

REPORTS OF SGBV CASES TO WINET

WINET has an electronic data base of SGBV cases it received and referred to WVL-
N partner WomenAid Collective (WACOL), TAMAR Sexual Assault Referral Centre
(TAMAR-SARC) Enugu, Civil Resource Development and Documentation Centre
(CIRDDOC) Nigeria of and the Enugu State Police Command for further action. Total
number of cases received is twenty-three (23).
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ACTION AID NIGERIA NATIONAL DIALOGUE

WINET Programme Manager, ljeoma Obinna-Onwuka participated in a National
Dialogue to commemorate the 2023 16 Days of Activism held in Abuja.

NATIONAL DIALOGUE

Meeting to Commemorate the 2023

. = of Activism
=

Panel discussion on how it was before the WVL-N project, where we are, what have we
done and successes from intervention during National Dialogue in Abuja on 29t
November 2023

Photo credit: WINET

The meeting organized by ActionAid Nigeria under the Women’s Voice and Leadership
Nigeria Project (WVL-N) and funded by Global Affairs Canada (GAC) was for their
partners to share their success stories over the past 5 years.

FOCUS 4: ENGAGEMENT IN PARTNERSHIPS, COALITIONS AND NETWORKS

WINET is maintaining its partnerships with other organizations and membership of
Coalitions and Networks. This is to ensure greater effectiveness in its work through
engagements in its core area of business.

ENUGU STATE END CHILD MARRIAGE COALITION

WINET joined members of the National Coalition of Civil Society to Enugu State
Coalition to End Child Marriage on 29" November 2023 to pay an advocacy visit to the
Chairman Enugu State Council of Traditional Rulers, and the Traditional Ruler of
Ezema Olo Kingdom, Igwe Lawrence Agubuzu to mark the 16 Days of Activism Against
Gender Based Violence in Enugu. The visit was to appeal to him to use his position to
enjoin Traditional leaders to guide their community members to stop the practice of
girl-child marriage, which is a major violence against girl-child and prohibited by the
Enugu State Child Rights Law (2016).
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NATIONAL COALITION OF CIVIL SOCIETY

CHILD MARRIAGE IN NIGERIA, ENUGU STATE CHAPTER
PAYS ADVOCACY VISIT TO

ENUGU STATE COUNCIL OF TRADITIONAL RULERS
v ON ENDING GIRL-CHILD MARRIAGE

Let’s Join Hands To End Child Marriage!
DATE: 29TH NOVEMBER, 2023
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End Child Marriage Coalition Enugu State members on advocacy visit on ending child
marriage to the Chairman Enugu State Council of Traditional Rulers, Igwe Lawrence Agubuzu
(in red cap). It was part of activities marking the 2023 16 Days of Activism against
Gender-Based Violence held on 29" November 2023 in Enugu
Photo credit: WINET
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End Child Marriage Coalition members with Country Representative of Girls Not Brides
in Nigeria, Mercy Okeke at a training in Abuja

CENTRE FOR THE ERADICATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN (CEVAW)

On 5" December, 2023 WINET joined a zoom presentation on How to Invest to
Prevent Violence Against Women and Girls in Nigeria by Centre for the Eradication
of Violence Against Women (CEVAW) to mark the 16 Days of Activism against
gender based violence in Enugu, Enugu State.
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TRANSITION MONITORING GROUP (TMG)

WINET was among members of Transition Monitoring Group (TMG) in Enugu State
that observed the 2023 general elections in the State.

WINET/EU-ACT PARTNERSHIP

WINET is a partner of the European Union-Agents for Citizens Driven Transformation
(EU-ACT) Program in Enugu State, Nigeria and has benefited from numerous
trainings, Peer Learning activities and Interactions with other organizations as provided
by the programme.

PARTNERSHIP VISIT TO ENUGU STATE MINISTRY OF CHILDREN, GENDER-
AFFAIRS AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

The Enugu State Commissioner for the Ministry of Children, Gender Affairs and
Social Development, Hon. Ngozi Enih, has commended WINET for
empowering women and building their confidence. She promised to give
WINET all necessary support, and partner with the organization for the well-
being of women in Enugu State.

WINET Team and representatives of Community partners from Amagu Akegbe Ugwu,
Ugwuaji and Umuatugbuoma on a partnership visit to Enugu State Commissioner
for Children, Gender Affairs and Social Development, Hon. Mrs. Ngozi Enih
on 7t September 2023

Earlier, the Executive Director of WINET, Mrs. Miriam Menkiti said that her
organization is a partner of ActionAid Nigeria in the 5-year Women’s Voice
and Leadership Nigeria project (WVL-N) funded by Global Affairs Canada,
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which Enugu State is benefitting from. She said, the visit was to get the
commitment and support of the Ministry to WINET activities in the State.

JOINT NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
(JONAPWD) ENUGU STATE CHAPTER

To commemorate the 2023 International Day of Persons with Disabilities, WINET,
represented by the Executive Director, Miriam Menkiti was a guest of members of Joint
National Association of Persons with Disabilities (JONAPWD) Enugu State Chapter to
mark the day on 3" December, 2023.

From left is the Representative of Enugu State Commissioner of Police, ED WINET,
Mrs. Miriam Menkiti, Chairman JONAPWD Enugu State Chapter, Comrade Onyebuchi Mbah and a
representative of the Association of Physiotherapists Enugu State

FOCUS 5: ORGANIZATIONAL EFFECTIVENESS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

The Board of Directors of WINET held three mandatory meetings in the year 2023.
—— '
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Some Board Members from left Lady Chioma Benjamin-Puja, Miss Uju Onyemelukwe
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Board Chairperson, Hon. Justice Cordelia Chukwurah (Rtd.) and Executive Director /Board Secretary,
Miriam Menkiti, at the meeting on 9™ August, 2023.
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Board Chairperson Hon. Justice Cordelia Chukwurah (Rtd.) reads her address during
the Board meeting on 12 December 2023

REACH OF PROJECTS

SOCIAL MEDIA REACH 2023

FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM X HANDLE
Impressions - 2,645 103 Views - 690
Post Engagements - 694 Likes - 19
Post Reach -1,923

Total: 5,262 103 709

MEDIA REACH FOR PHONE-IN PROGRAMMES

92.5 Dream FM, 94.5 Urban Radio & 105.5 Energy FM— Twenty-five thousand (25,000)
listeners
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TOTAL NUMBER OF PEOPLE REACHED

Seven hundred and ninety (790) People comprising 430 Women, 266 Girls, 28
PWDs, 66 Men & Boys

Project Women | Girls | PWDs | Men [ Boys [Total
Support for Female - 248 - - - 248
Students’ Education in
Enugu State/
Scholarship for Girls

Education

Mobilizing Women in 108 - 28 - - 136
Enugu State for 2023

Elections

Sustained 322 - - 66 - 388

Enlightenment
Campaign to End
Violence Against
Women & Girls And
Sexual and Gender-
Based Violence
(SGBV) in Enugu State

Menstrual Hygiene Day 18 18
celebration
TOTAL 430 266 28 66 790

FUND RAISING IN 2023
FUNDERS NAME NAIRA EURO | GBP DOLLARS
ActionAid Nigeria Women’s | 7,200,000 - - -
Voice and Leadership
Nigeria project funded by
Global Affairs Canada

Mundo Cooperante of - 14,950 | - -
Spain
TOTAL: 7,200,200 14,950 | - -

NETWORK MEMBERSHIP

= Transition Monitoring Group (TMG)

= Civil Society for HIV/AIDS Nigeria (CiSHAN) Enugu State

= |Legislative Advocacy Coalition on Violence Against Women (LACVAW)

= Association of Eastern Non-Governmental Organization (CENGOS)

= Girls Not Brides: The Global Partnership to End Child Marriage

= White Ribbon Alliance for Safe Motherhood Nigeria (WRAN)

= National Coalition of Civil Society to End Child Marriage in Nigeria (CSO-ECM)
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Enugu State Coalition on End Child Marriage

Affirmative Action Initiative for Women (NCAA)

West Africa Network for Peace Building (WANEP)

Centre for Eradication of Violence Against Women (CEVAW)
Women in Peace Building Network (WIPNET) Enugu
Nigeria Community Radio Coalition (NCRC)

FUNDERS/PARTNERS IN 2023

ActionAid Nigeria, under the Women’s Voice and Leadership Nigeria
Project, funded by Global Affairs Canada

Mundo Cooperante of Spain

African Women’s Development Fund (AWDF)

European Union Agents for Citizens —Driven Transformation(EU-ACT)
managed by the British Council

Reach us on our Social Media Handles:
https://X.com/winetng

https://web.facebook.com/winetng

https://www.instagram.com/winetng/

Contact us:

Women Information Network (WINET)

No. 2A Menkiti Lane, off Ogui Road, Enugu, Enugu State, Nigeria
Cell: +234-8063311962

Email; info@winetng.org;womeninformationnetwork@gmail.com
Website: https://www.winetng.org
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